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Upcoming Events
Saturday, July 10, Annual Meeting/Picnic. See page 3 for details.
Saturday, July 10, Board Meeting 10 a.m., Frohring Meadows.

JSC CALENDAR 2021-2022

Virtual? In-Person? Hybrid?

JSC is planning all holiday
and Shabbat programming to
be in-person.
In-person programming will
start with Rosh Hashanah and
Erev Yom Kippur in
September.
All in-person meetings will
follow CDC and Ohio Dept. of
Health guidelines. The Covid
situation is ever-changing. We
will keep you updated on how
this impacts JSC.

All Shabbat programs and other holidays will be held
at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation (21600
Shaker Blvd. Shaker Hts, Ohio 44122).
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
We want to start featuring part of what makes JSC so great — our members! This
month's #MemberSpotlight is for both Sandy and Allen Guth, who have been
members of JSC for 19 YEARS! We are grateful for everything you do and so happy
to have you both with us in JSC!
If you would like to be featured, please email
marketing@jewishsecularcommunity.org
for more details.
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JOIN US THIS SUMMER!

LINDA KLEIN IS HAVING
HER 40TH ANNUAL
GARDEN TOUR!

She still does all the designing,
planting and upkeep herself.
No RSVPs. Rain or shine. Bring
any friends if you wish.
Sunday, July 11 from 2:00 5:00 pm 3329 Clayton
Blvd., Shaker Hts., Ohio

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
WHAT'S IN A NAME?

RSVP TO PEG FISHMAN,
(440)-349-1330 OR
PEGFISHMAN@GMAIL.COM

I’ve been wondering for a long time why
the word Jew is hardly ever used by
either Jews or non-Jews. After all, we
don’t say “Christian people” or “Muslim
person”; we say Christians or
Muslims. But almost everyone, when
talking about Jews, says “Jewish
people.” After all, why use four
syllables when only one will do? There
almost seems to be a stigma attached
to the word Jew. Does it date back to
the Nazi era, when storefronts had to
have the word Jew placed on their
windows? Do people relate to the
epithet “dirty Jew”?
I would love to have a conversation
about this.
Nora Kancelbaum

WE NEED YOUR
PARTICIPATION!

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
Looking to stay virtually connected with us?
We encourage you to like, comment and share
anything that resonates with you on our
Facebook page. To follow and like us on
Facebook, please visit
www.facebook.com/JSCcleveland.

Be a part of JSC's Facebook page by
"liking" and commenting on our
Facebook content! (Example: a
recent Shabbat speaker that you
liked--or did not like!) Keep the
Facebook conversation going.
Here's an incentive: A monthly
drawing will be held for
participating JSC members. If your
name is chosen in our monthly
drawing, we'll send you a $25.00
Amazon Gift Card. It's our way of
encouraging your participation on
Facebook and making it an exciting
place to share your thoughts and
ideas with others
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SUMMER READING BY MARK WEBER
By the time many members and friends of the Jewish Secular Community see this list,
Summer, 2021 will be half over. Here is a potpourri of five writers whom we may not think
of as Jewish writers. These five are among my favorite writers and I thought I would
mention them:
1. Harlan Coben (1962-present). Coben is an American crime novelist who writes cerebral
detective novels and thrillers. My favorite is Play Dead. Written in 1990, this book was the
winner of the prestigious Barry Award for Best Crime Novel in 1990.
2. Edna Ferber (1885-1968). Ferber was an American writer who was famous for her
novels, short stories, memoirs, and plays. Her novels won the Pulitzer Prize three times.
My favorite is her first prize winner: So Big. She was a regular member of the Algonquin
Roundtable in Manhattan in the Twenties and early Thirties. She called it “the poison
squad.”
3. Tillie Olsen (1912-2007). Tillie Lerner was born to Russian Jewish immigrants. She
was well known for her novels and short stories that tell the story of Midwestern workers
and farmers during the great depression. My favorite is her novel Tell Me A Riddle.
4. Tess Schlesinger (1905-1945). This gifted writer was the daughter of a successful
Russian Jewish family and she grew up in the tradition of Ethical Culture. Her novel and
her stories often depict class conflict, gender inequality, and social justice struggles. She
died too young at age 39. Her only novel is Unpossessed and I recommend it.
5. Anzia Yezierska ( 1880-1970). She emigrated from Poland as a child. Her stories and
novels tell of life in the tenements of the Lower East Side. My favorite is Bread Givers,
written in 1925. Her book, Red Ribbon on a White Horse, touches upon her relationship
with the philosopher John Dewey. These five Jewish writers are worth a look. They range
from the prolific Harlan Coben to Tess Schlesinger who wrote only one novel. Enjoy!

BOOK REVIEW: THE HOUSE OF FRAGILE THINGS BY JAMES
MCAULEY (YALE) 320 PAGES
This riveting account of the years in France between 1870 and World War II is
subtitled: Jewish Art Collectors and the Fall of France.
The author, the Paris correspondent for the Washington Post, weaves together a story
worthy of a great novel. During these years, French Jewish dynasties like the
Rothchilds and the Camondos amassed one of the world's great art collections. They
not only invested their fortunes in France's cultural artifacts, but they also sacrificed
their sons to the country's army--all amidst a strain of anti-Semitism that infected
French society. Many members of these families were "rewarded" by seeing their
collections plundered and many members of these families were deported to Nazi
concentration camps, all abetted by the Vichy government then in control. Much of the
art collection left behind was ultimately donated to the French state.
McCauley writes: "A study of obsessions with objects becomes a darker tale about
obsessions with an image of a nation that turned out to be an illusion."
Book Review by Allen Guth
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POEMS BY JIM MAYER
No Comedy in Tragedy
Always invincible, always healthy, and strong
Then you came along everything went wrong
Something inside of me put me in agony
I did not wear my mask,
even though you asked and asked
Zing went the days of my year
Everyone is in PPE well done, only foolish are out for fun
Eat, drink be merry soon you will ride upon my gurney
Your trip is hurried the crew is worried
they comfort your misery
Zing went the days of my year
Now I hear a symphony,
a cacophony of alarms and bells, signaling unpleasant smells
Wondering for whom toll those bells
Zing went the days of my year
Dear, now I look at you through a darkened windowpane
Will we ever touch again, when will we hug and kiss again?
Vaccine soon inside of us.
Take it, do not make a fuss
Soon we will look back and sing
Goodbye Covid
Zing went the year with our days
--Jim Mayer
Standing on a corner watching all the cars line up.
Standing on a corner watching all the cars line up.
Now, I don’t know a better form of entertainment.
Since I'm a guy who got vaccine; I sit in a corner
to observe the hopeful scene.
I didn't have a fever, temp or ache
and it’s had three weeks to percolate.
So get on down to Wolstein,
and that's where you will get your immunizing ’ccine.
Sitting in a corner watching nervous folks walk by.
Watching all the folks, watching all the folks walk by.
Sitting in a corner watching all the jabs go in.
Not an ouch and not a cry. New life can now begin.
It didn’t hurt, it didn’t smart so tell your friends,
it doesn’t hurt, it doesn’t smart.
Folks you can get sick or die for what you're thinking
when you get that glazed look in your eye.
Standing on the corner watching all the others
watching all the others, watching all the others walk by.
Go by train, bus, car or fly.
No excuses, ands, ifs or butts.
It’s just an arm and then it’s done,
and you can sit here in a corner watching all the folks walk by.
And you can sit here in a corner watching all the folks walk by.
--Jim Mayer
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THE JSC MISSION
The Jewish Secular Community, affiliated with the Cultural and Secular Jewish
Organization, is a non-profit cultural and educational organization whose
purpose is to:
Encourage Jewish identification in a non-theistic setting that draws
inspiration from the traditional Jewish sources and values
Educate adults in the history, culture, and tenets of Judaism
Celebrate and observe Jewish holidays and life-cycle events
Contribute to the betterment of our society through social action and
volunteerism
Provide a link to a worldwide community of secular Jews

JSC BOARD OF TRUSTEES & HOLIDAY
CHAIRS 2021-2022
President
Jim Mayer*
Vice President
Allen Guth*
Treasurer
Greg Malkin*
Secretary
Edie Todd*
Friday Night Shabbat
Programs
Lynn Salzbrenner
Mark Weber
Karen Tucker
Madrikhim
Mark Weber
Rifle Feinstetn
Bobbie Varble

Holiday Coordinator
Ellen Schwartz
RSVP
Peg Fishman
Rosh Hashanah
Lynn Salzbrenner
Yom Kippur
Spike Radway
Break-the-Fast
Ron Fishman
Sukkot
Edie Todd
Walker Todd
Chanukah
Amy Kinstlinger
Tu B’Shvat
John Szucs
Purim
Lois Gross
Andrew Gross
Passover
Ellen Schwartz
Rifke Feinstein

Membership
Scott Radway
Marketing
Jenna Langan
Newsetter
Allen Guth
Publicity
Sandra Guth
Social
Sandra Guth
Community Service
Nora Kancelbaum
Good & Welfare
Ellen Schwartz
Electronic Media
Website/Postmaster
Scott Radway

*Officers of JSC Board of Trustees
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