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MAY VIRTUAL SHABBAT:

Upcoming Events
Friday, May 21, Virtual Shabbat Program 6:45 PM

Saturday, July 10, Annual Meeting & Picnic 11 AM

Virtual? In-Person? Hybrid?
These are questions that all

organizations are dealing with

and trying to answer. Nothing is

set in stone as of this writing,

but JSC is planning all holiday

and Shabbat programming to

be in-person and a hybrid

version, if available. 

In-person programming will

start with Rosh Hashanah and

Erev Yom Kippur in September.

Look for the complete holiday

and Shabbat schedule in the

June newsletter.

All in-person meetings will

follow CDC and Ohio Dept. of

Health guidelines. The Covid

situation is ever-changing. We

will keep you updated on how

this impacts JSC.

FUTURE
PROGRAMMING
FOR JSC:
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The writer, a poet and journalist, delves into accounting in this memoir of her Russian-Jewish
ancestry. This is a universal undertaking. We have all probed our past, examining through
memory the significant (and insignificant) events of what went before that have been preserved
for us like fossils in amber. We all live with left-over remnants of past generations: books,
postcards, letters, photographs, furniture and art objects.

Stepenova's Aunt Galya died at 80. Years before, she decluttered her apartment, putting a
"value" on all the possessions that she accumulated. She soon realized that everything had
significance in some way, each object having its own special story.

Stepenova, too, came to the same conclusion in assigning a value to the lives and memories of
past generations.

These lives were significant by virtue of their ordinariness in a Russia fraught by revolution,
famine, and two world wars that disrupted and destroyed the lives of millions.

Yet, Stepenova's ancestors seemed to have escaped these historical calamities relatively
unscathed. An exception: Stepenova tells the story of a son of a great, great aunt who died in the
siege of Leningrad and leaves behind letters to his mother, poignant in their cheerfulness: "How
are you, Mother? I am doing well." What Stepenova wants to do is rescue the story of her family
from the horrors of 20th-century Russian history and convey the ordinary lives of her ancestors.

-- Allen Guth

BOOK REVIEW: IN MEMORY OF MEMORY BY MARIA STEPENOVA
TRANSLATED FROM RUSSIAN BY SASHA DUGDALE (NEW DIRECTIONS)
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

 

We want to start featuring part of what
makes JSC so great — our members!
This month's #MemberSpotlight is for

Karen Tucker, who has been a member
of JSC for 17 YEARS.

 
We are grateful for all you do and so

happy to have you in JSC, Karen!
 

If you would like to be featured, please
email

marketing@jewishsecularcommunity.org 
for more details. 
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JOIN US THIS SUMMER!

Looking to stay virtually connected with us? 
We encourage you to like, comment and share anything that
resonates with you on our Facebook page. To follow and like us
on Facebook, please visit  www.facebook.com/JSCcleveland.

Did you miss one of our past Zoom Shabbat recordings? 
You can find them on our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB1pu7_EsH00w1pNrqAe15g

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 

CALLING ALL WRITERS!
The editorial policy of the newsletter is
nonpartisan, balanced and receptive to

opposing points of view. Items of
opinion do not represent the “official”

position of the JSC or its Board of
Trustees. We welcome attributed letters

with comments, rebuttals, or new
information. Subject only to space,

time, interest to fellow members, and
editorial constraints, your article, told in

your own words, will be gratefully
accepted.

GOOD & WELFARE
When you're having some medical

issues, it's nice to get a little
cheering up. If you know of a JSC
member who fits this description,

contact Ellen Schwartz -- Good and
Welfare, 440-449-4418, or

eschwa7500@yahoo.com -- and
Ellen will get out a personal "Hope
You're Feeling Better" greeting. Be
sure to send Ellen good news, too.

http://yahoo.com/
http://yahoo.com/


Encourage Jewish identification in a non-theistic setting that draws
inspiration from the traditional Jewish sources and values
Educate adults in the history, culture, and tenets of Judaism
Celebrate and observe Jewish holidays and life cycle events
Contribute to the betterment of our society through social action and
volunteerism
Provide a link to a worldwide community of secular Jews

The Jewish Secular Community, affiliated with the Cultural and Secular Jewish
Organization (CSJO), is a non-profit cultural and educational organization
whose purpose is to:
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